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I thought he was much too busy with the battle. I telegraphed to
General Wilson, who may have shown the telegram to General
Alexander. With regard to giving a general certificate of blamelessness
to all newspaper correspondents, wherever they have been at any time
during the war, I should like to say that I think they have discharged
their duties with very great discretion, and that is particularly true
of the men who were nearest to the enemy and in the same danger as
the troops. There is a general desire among newspaper correspondents
to discharge their duties with discretion, and to help the troops in every
way. At the same time, accidents will happen even in the best regulated
families.

POST-WAR PLANS

Questioned about a speech by the Home Secretary on post-war plans, which, a member
suggested, might disrupt national unity, the Prime Minister said on March 9:

I am quite sure that the Home Secretary has no desire to disrupt
national unity. I gather that he was embarking on a purely philo-
sophical disquisition on a hypothetical and conjectural situation
which might arise after the war.

Asked if he would consider selecting a member of the Government to speak for the
Government, the Prime Minister replied :

If the worst came to the worst I might have a shot at it myself.

SERVICE PAY

Answering a member who asked if a revision of Service pay could be considered and
who referred to " the rest of the community picking the pockets of the Service man/'
the Prime Minister said on March 9 :

Of course, it is always easy to get popularity by using an expression
like " picking people's pockets," but when you consider the gravity
of the times in which we live, it is a pity that these matters should be
discussed otherwise than with a great sense of responsibility. I have
nothing to add, because Question Time is not the time when the merits
of these important matters, about which there is legitimate and keen
interest in the House, should be discussed. Question Time is not the
time when the merits of a large question can be threshed out,
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